
University of Pennsylvania Outdoors Club - Agreement and Release

This Agreement and Release sets forth the understanding between the University of Pennsylvania Outdoors Club (“UPOC”) and the individual whose signature appears below (“Member” or “Guest”). The Member or Guest understands and agrees as follows:

Description of Club


The UPOC has a long history of providing members of the Penn community with outdoor adventure experiences that build friendships, provide common experiences, and promote healthy recreation in the out-of-doors.  The UPOC is a Member-run organization made up of students who want to gain outdoor experience.  The UPOC provides Member-organized outdoor trips, outdoor equipment for loan at no cost to Members, and training and information about outdoor pursuits.  The UPOC also provides an e-mail list and website (www.pennoutdoors.org) where Members can discuss questions relating to outdoor adventures and outdoor equipment.   

Membership

Membership in the UPOC exists on a volunteer basis.  Any member of the Penn community who supports the mission of the UPOC and agrees to abide by UPOC’s policies( may participate in the UPOC.  Each UPOC Member may choose his or her level of participation in UPOC events based upon his or her own judgment.  The requirements for membership include payment of a membership fee and written acceptance of all UPOC policies.  The membership fee is $25 per year or $15 per semester and is non-refundable.  Failure by any Member to follow UPOC policies will result in the Member being removed from the UPOC, at the discretion of the UPOC Officers.  The UPOC conducts weekly membership meetings, which are open to all UPOC members, in a room of the UPOC’s designation.

Use of UPOC Equipment and Gear

The UPOC owns equipment and gear that is available for the use and benefit of UPOC Members.  In consideration for the benefits received, the Member assumes all risk for any damages or injuries that may be sustained to either person or property while using UPOC equipment.  UPOC equipment may be used solely in accordance with the following conditions:

1. UPOC equipment is for personal use by Members - not for rent or lease to third parties.

2. UPOC equipment is issued “as is,” and any Member may reject or refuse to use UPOC equipment. 

3. Each Member who borrows and uses UPOC equipment is assumed to have the knowledge and training to verify that the equipment is in working order prior to a trip, event or other UPOC activity (collectively, “Activity”), and to use the equipment in a safe manner. If a Member is unfamiliar with the proper use of the equipment, the Member should NOT borrow equipment until he or she acquires proper training and information about use of the equipment. 

4. While the UPOC will strive keep equipment in reasonably usable condition, each Member who borrows UPOC equipment assumes the risks of using equipment that may have been used repeatedly and extensively by other Members who may have damaged the equipment during previous use or may not have reported problems with the equipment.  Each Member is expected to familiarize her or him self with the specific equipment being borrowed and to test the equipment before use. UPOC MAKES NO WARRANTIES, EITHER EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, AS TO THE CONSTRUCTION, CONDITION, MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS, OR ADEQUACY OF THE UPOC EQUIPMENT FOR ANY TYPE OF USE OR IN ANY PARTICULAR ACTIVITY.  

5. Members are expected to report promptly to the UPOC Equipment Director or UPOC Officers any problems relating to the condition or usability of UPOC equipment.

6. Members may return equipment to the UPOC only at the posted times, unless prior arrangement are made with the UPOC Equipment Director (for unusual circumstances only).

7. A security deposit, to be paid by check, is required each time a Member borrows UPOC equipment, which amount is determined by UPOC Officers. UPOC Officers establish each semester a maximum value of equipment that may be borrowed by each Member, which may have the effect of limiting some Members from borrowing all the equipment they hope to use.

8. Members will be assessed a fine for lost or damaged equipment at the current retail price of that equipment. Equipment that is kept by a Member for more than 30 days after the due date, without the prior agreement of the UPOC Equipment Director will be assumed to be lost or stolen. Its full replacement cost will be deducted from the security deposit of the Member who borrowed it.

9. Members are expected to return all equipment clean and in useable condition. Tents, packs, sleeping bags, etc. should be brushed and/or sponged clean and dry, but never laundered.  Stoves should be free from all food and food traces; and pots, pans and utensils should be scrubbed clean.  Clothing must be laundered, or the Member who borrowed it will pay a laundering fee at the rate determined by Penn Student Agencies.  

Assumption of Risk
A. The Member or Guest hereby acknowledges that his or her participation in UPOC Activities is voluntary.  In participating, the Member or Guest is fully aware of and understands the risks inherent in each Activity, which include risks associated with travel to and from the Activity and participation in the Activity itself.  The Member or Guest recognizes and accepts the element of uncertainty and risk inherent in travel and in exploring a rural or wilderness environment far from medical care, including without limitation, injuries caused by other participants, equipment malfunction, falls, insects, animals or misjudgment of the Member or Guest or others.

B. The UPOC, and the President and Fellows of the University of Pennsylvania (including its constituent schools and departments, officers, employees, and members of its governing boards assume no responsibility for any accidents, illnesses, or disabilities incurred by the Member or Guest in connection with his or her participation in any UPOC Activity or for conditions he or she may experience in the course of an UPOC Activity.  Further, the Member or Guest understands that the UPOC and Penn can make no representations about the accuracy of information supplied by individuals who are not agents or representatives of the UPOC or Penn and over whom neither the UPOC nor Penn has control.  The UPOC and Penn also assume no responsibility for personal effects of the Member or Guest, either in transit or at final destinations.

C. The Member or Guest agrees to abide by all policies and instructions that are deemed necessary by the UPOC Trip Leader and her/his designee for the safety and comfort of Members or Guests. 

D. The Member or Guest hereby authorizes the Trip Leader to provide emergency medical treatment in the event of any accident or illness sustained by the Member or Guest during an Activity.  The Member or Guest agrees to hold harmless and indemnify the UPOC, the Trip Leader and Penn for any and all actions taken by the UPOC or the Trip Leader to provide necessary emergency medical care to the Member or Guest during any Activity.

E. Accordingly, the Member or Guest releases the UPOC, the Trip Leader and Penn from any and all liability or claims arising out of property damage, personal injury (including death), charges, actions, expenses or other losses that the Member or Guest may suffer or incur arising out of or as a result of his or her participation in an UPOC Activity or the UPOC.

**********************************

The parties hereto understand and agree that the University of Pennsylvania is not a party to this contract and that the University of Pennsylvania shall have no duty, responsibility, obligation or liability whatsoever with respect to the performance of any obligation under this contract

Prior to signing this Agreement and Release, the Member or Guest whose signature appears below has had an opportunity to read and understand it and to ask questions about it, and any questions have been answered to the Member’s or Guest’s satisfaction.

Member or Guest

_____________________________      _______________________       _____________________

Signature





Printed name


Date

______________________   ___________________ 
_____________________      
____________________

PennCard ID


University if not UPenn
University ID if not UPenn


Phone
Authorized representative of Member or Guest, if Member or Guest is under 18 years of age

____________________________      _______________________ __________________________

Signature                                     



         Printed name                             

Date






